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JUBILEE  COLLEGE 

JUBILEE  COLLEGE.  TWO  MILES 
TO  THE  NORTH.  WAS  ESTABLISH¬ 
ED  BY  PHILANDER  CHASE.  FIRST 
PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  BISHOP 
OF  ILLINOIS.  AS  ONE  OF  THE 
STATE'S  EARLY  INSTITUTIONS 
OF  HIGHER  LEARNING.  FIRST 
STUDENTS  WERE  RECEIVED  IN 
1840.  AND  THE  SCHOOL  CON¬ 
TINUED  TO  OPERATE  UNTIL 
1868.  JUBILEE  COLLEGE  IS 
NOW  A  STATE  PARK. 


ERECTED  BY  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 
1935. 


HISTORICAL  PLAQUE  ON  ROUTE  150  NEAR 
JUBILEE  COLLEGE 


SHADY  PICNIC  GROUNDS  ARE  PRETTY  AND 
POPULAR 


JUBILEE  COLLEGE 
STATE  MEMORIAL 

JUBILEE  COLLEGE,  A 
STATE  MEMORIAL,  IS 
LOCATED  IN  PEORIA 
COUNTY,  NORTH  OF 
U.  S.  ROUTE  1 50  ABOUT 
15  MILES  NORTHWEST 
OF  PEORIA.  THE  BEAU¬ 
TIFUL  OLD  CHAPEL  IS 
SURROUNDED  BY 
PLEASANT  SHADED  PIC¬ 
NIC  GROUNDS  AND  A 
SHELTER.  THERE  ARE 
LIMITED  CAMPING  FA¬ 
CILITIES. 


MARKER  NEAR  CHAPEL  TELLS  JUBILEE  HISTORY 


COLLEGE  HISTORY 

In  1835  Bishop  Philander  Chase,  then  sixty  years 
of  age,  was  called  to  Illinois  to  assume  jurisdiction 
of  the  newly  formed  Episcopal  diocese  including 
churches  in  Jacksonville,  Rushville,  Peoria  and 
Chicago. 

Finding  few  ministers  available  to  carry  on  the 
work,  he  journeyed  to  England  to  solicit  funds  for 
the  founding  of  a  seminary  in  Illinois.  This  was  the 
second  appeal  Bishop  Chase  had  made  to  English 
friends  for  money  to  establish  a  theological  college 
in  America,  the  first  trip  culminating  in  the  found¬ 
ing  of  Kenyon  College  in  Ohio. 

After  collecting  funds  in  England  for  an  Episcopal 
seminary  in  Illinois,  Bishop  Chase  brought  his  family 
from  Michigan  to  Peoria  County  in  1836.  He  erected 
a  log  cabin  which  he  named  “Robin's  Nest/'  be¬ 
cause,  he  said,  it  was  “made  of  mud  and  sticks  and 
full  of  young  ones.'' 

The  site  selected  for  the  college  was  the  brow  of 
a  bluff  overlooking  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Kicka- 
poo  within  sight  of  the  Robin's  Nest. 

CORNERSTONE  LAID 

The  cornerstone  of  the  Chapel,  the  first  building 
to  be  erected,  was  laid  April  3,  1839.  The  Bishop 
named  the  institution  “Jubilee,”  in  expression  of  his 
thankfulness  and  joy  at  being  permitted  to  found 
another  college  to  the  glory  of  God  “more  than  five 
hundred  miles  still  further  toward  the  setting  sun.” 

The  doors  of  Jubilee  were  opened  in  1840,  with 


INTERIOR  VIEW  OF  JUBILEE  COLLEGE  CHAPEL 


The  Rev.  Samuel  Chase,  a  grand-nephew  of  the 
Bishop,  in  charge.  According  to  the  charter,  Jubilee 
College  consisted  of  a  theological  department,  a 
college  proper,  a  classical  preparatory  school  for 
boys  and  a  seminary  for  girls.  The  curriculum  was 
considered  excellent  for  that  day,  and  the  instruction 
was  thorough. 

Jubilee  College  was  one  of  the  earliest  educational 
enterprises  in  the  State,  its  founding  following  closely 
upon  that  of  McKendree,  Illinois,  Shurtleff  and 
Knox.  It  had  more  than  twenty  years  of  success¬ 
ful  activity.  Among  its  students  to  become  promi¬ 
nent  in  later  life  were  Dr.  Thomas  Dresser  of  Spring- 
field,  Judge  Harvey  B.  Hurd  of  Evanston,  Adlai 
Stevenson,  who  was  vice-president  during  the  second 
Cleveland  administration,  and  James  S.  Ewing,  who 
served  as  an  Ambassador  to  Belgium. 

The  chapel  is  constructed  of  hewn  native  stone, 
with  Gothic  windows  and  a  slender  spire.  The 
transepts  and  apse,  together  with  a  long  school  room, 
form  the  pattern  of  a  cross.  Several  years  after  the 
completion  of  the  chapel,  used  not  only  by  the  col¬ 
lege  but  by  the  parish  as  well,  a  dormitory  was 
added,  joining  the  school  room  at  right  angles.  A 
greater  part  of  the  space,  upstairs  and  down,  was 
divided  into  small  compartments,  each  containing 
a  double-decked  bed.  In  the  front  room  on  the 
ground  floor  was  the  library,  and  at  the  north  end 
of  the  wing  was  the  post  office,  served  by  Bishop 
Chase  as  postmaster. 
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Tuition  and  board  for  an  entire  year  was  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  those  who  were  unable  to  pay 
even  that  small  fee  were  not  turned  away.  The 
principal  income  of  the  college  came  from  farming 
the  land,  from  a  saw  mill,  established  two  miles 
down  the  creek;  later,  a  flour  mill;  and  a  flock  of 
two  thousand  sheep. 

The  Bishop's  death  in  1852  climaxed  a  series  of 
misfortunes  which  befell  the  college.  In  1849  much 
income  was  lost  when  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire 
and  the  Kickapoo  Creek  flooded  and  carried  away 
most  of  the  crops. 

COLLEGE  CLOSES 

For  seven  years  after  the  death  of  Bishop  Chase, 
the  college  continued  to  flourish,  but  in  1859  it 
began  to  decline.  There  were  fewer  students.  South¬ 
ern  pupils  returned  to  their  homes  with  the  advent 
of  the  Civil  War;  financial  assistance  from  the  South 
was  withdrawn.  From  time  to  time  land  was  sold 
to  meet  obligations,  until  in  the  fall  of  1862  the 
burden  of  indebtedness  was  so  great,  the  college 
was  closed. 

Born  in  1775  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  the 
son  of  English  parents,  Bishop  Chase  received  an 
A.B.  degree  from  Dartmouth  at  twenty.  While 
preparing  for  the  ministry  under  the  direction  of 
ordained  clergymen,  he  spent  a  year  as  an  itinerant 
missionary  in  the  wilderness  of  northern  and  western 
New  York.  After  his  ordination  in  1799  he  served 
as  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
and  as  head  of  Poughkeepsie  Academy. 


GRAVESITE  OF  BISHOP  CHASE  ON  THE  COLLEGE 
GROUNDS 


In  1805  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  where  he 
founded  Christ  Church,  serving  as  its  rector  for  five 
years  and  conducting  a  successful  school.  In  1811 
he  became  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  but  he  was  too  instinctively  a  missionary 
to  permit  himself  ease  and  comfort  for  long.  Again 
in  1817  he  plunged  into  the  wilderness,  this  time  in 
Ohio,  where  he  organized  Episcopal  churches  and 
became  the  first  Bishop  of  Ohio  in  1818.  In  1831, 
seven  years  after  establishing  Kenyon  College, 
Bishop  Chase  retired  to  a  farm  in  Michigan.  In 
1835,  he  was  called  to  Illinois. 


For  further  information  con¬ 
cerning  Illinois  State  Parks  and 
Memorials  write  to  the  DIVI¬ 
SION  OF  PARKS  AND  ME¬ 
MORIALS,  100  State  Office 
Building,  Springfield,  62706. 

Our  numerous  State  Parks 
and  Memorials  are  of  easy  ac¬ 
cess  from  every  part  of  the  state. 

Lodges,  cabins,  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of 
Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock, 

Pere  Marquette,  White  Pines 
Forest,  and  Giant  City  State 
Parks.  Reservations  for  lodging 
should  be  made  with  lodge 
managers. 

All  State  Parks  are  open  the 
year  round,  except  when 
weather  condition  necessitates 
the  closing  of  park  roads  during 
the  freezing  and  thawing  peri¬ 
ods.  Then  access  to  park  facili¬ 
ties  is  by  foot  traffic  only.  All 
State  Memorials  open  the  year 
round  except  Thanksgiving, 

Christmas,  and  New  Years. 

(Printed  by  authority  of  the 
State  of  Illinois) 
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